334 




49 % m 11 


0gfn 49 # 11 ^ 


M. P. Nayar* : A review of the genus Pomatostoma 
Stapf (Melastomataceae) 

M. P. — Pomatostoma Jg (Y fif ^ VpP) iCoV'T 

Stapf (1895) founded the genus Pomatostoma on the basis of its “ peculiar 
mode of dehiscence”. In Pomatostoma the top of the capsule is transformed 
into a thick umbonate lid which falls off when mature thus exposing the 
seeds; whereas in Anerincleistus the dehiscence of the capsule is by four 
valves. Pomatostoma was an endemic genus comprising four species so far 
recorded from the Sarawak region of Borneo. In this study five species 
are recognized and a key to the species is presented. 

Key to the species of Pomatostoma 

1. Leaves shortly petiolate, 0.5-3.5 cm long; leaves oblong-lanceolate or 
elliptic lanceolate or obovate: 

2. Calyx-lobes triangular acuminate 4.5-5 mm long: 

3. Leaves 5-nerved, undersurface of leaves (mainly along the nerves), 

petiole and young branches puberulous and shortly setose... 

.... . P. sertuliferum 

2. Calyx-lobes subulate 1-1.5 mm long: 

4. Leaves lanceolate-oblong, base rounded and subcordate, 3-nerved, 

upper surface along the main nerves and undersurface along the 
main nerves setose. .. . .P. angustifolium 

4. Leaves elliptic-lanceolate, base cuneate and obliquely cordate, 5- 
nerved, upper surface setose, undersurface along the veins setose 

and inter-nerves puberulous... P. setosum 

1. Leaves long-petiolate 5-12 cm long, leaves ovate or rotundate or obovate- 
elliptic. 

5. Leaves crowded at the apex of the stem, opposite leaves equal or 
subequal, leaves rotundate-elliptic; inflorescence long pedunculate 

16-20 cm long. P. phyllagathoides 

5. Leaves not crowded at the apex, opposite leaves unequal, leaves 
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obovate-elliptic; inflorescence 6-8 cm long. .. P. inaequale 


Pomatostoma sertuliferum (Cogn.) Stapf in Hook. f. Ic. PI. 25 : t. 2420 
(1895). 

Allomorphia sertulifera Cogn. in DC. Monogr. Phan. 7: 465 (1891). 

Distribution : Borneo. Sarawak. Kuching, Beccari PB 25 (Syntype K) ; 
Sarawak river, Haviland b. o. r. k. (K) ; Matang, alt. 600 m, Haviland c. m. a. e.; 
Mt. Bongs, Tegora, 19 Dec. 1892, Haviland 126 (K) ; Matang, Ridley 11779 
(K) ; Kuching, Ridley 12467 (K) ; Gunong Gaharu, Serian, 6 Aug. 1960, 
Sinclair & Kedim bin Tassim 10241 (K, L, E). 

Pomatostoma angustifolium Stapf in Hook. f. Ic. PI. 25 : sub t. 2420 
(1895). 

Borneo: Sarawak, Mt., Matang, alt. 666 m., Haviland c. c.b. b. (Holo- 
type K) ; Ibid., alt. 533 m., 27 Oct. 1929, M. & J. Clemens 20939. 

Pomatostoma setosum Nayar sp. nov. 

Herba. Rami teretes, dense setoso-pilosi, setis 2-3.5 mm longis. Folia 
inaequalia, elliptico-lanceolata, 10-16 cm x 3-4 cm, basi oblique cordata, apice 
acuminata, margine ciliata, supra setosa, setis 3-3.5 mm longis subtus ad 
nervos setosa, inter nervos sparse puberula, supra in sicco nigra, subtus in 
sicco pallide brunnea, 5-nervia, venulis transversis supra haud distinctis 
reticulatis, membranacea; petiolus 1-2.5 cm longus, dense setoso-pilosus. 
Inflorescentia terminalis, pseudo-umbellata, dense setoso-hirsuta, multiflora, 
floribus congestis; pedicellus 2-6 mm longus. Calycis tubus campanulatus 

3 mm longus, setis 2-3 mm longis, dense obtectus, dentibus subulatis 1mm 
longis. Petala 4, parva, obovato-oblonga, 3-3.2 mm x 2-2.5 mm ; Stamina 8, 
aequalia, filamentis 2-2.5 mm longis, antheris ovato-acuminatis 2.5-3 mm 
longis, connectivo basi non producto, antice inappendiculato, postice breviter 
calcarato. Ovarium usque ad medium calyci adnatum. Stylus filiformis 3- 

4 mm longus, stigmate punctiformi. Capsula in centro levissime depressa, 
umbonata, operculo crasso circumscisso desiliente dehiscens. 

Borneo: Sarawak. Native collector Bur. Sc. No. 1126 (Holotype K). 

Distribution: Borneo. Endemic. 

This is allied to P. angustifolium but differs in the shape of leaves and 
in the nature of nerves. 

Pomatostoma phyllagathoides Stapf in Hook. f. Ic. PI. 25 : t. 2421 (1895). 

Borneo: Sarawak. Bangsitu, Haviland b. n. n. e. (Holotype K). 
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This is a characteristic species in having large ovate leaves and long 
pedunculate pseudoumbels. 

Pomatostoma inaequale Stapf in Hook. f. Ic. PL 25: sub t. 2421 (1895). 

Borneo : Sarawak. Mt. Brongoh, near Tegura, Haviland 2005 (HolotypeK). 
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